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I N S T R U C T I O N S  T O  S M A L L  C L A I M S  /  C O ' M M E R C I A L
HEARING

request one.
JUDGES AND AADTTRATORS

The Judge can only hear a limited number of cases at cach session of court, Most HearingS are held befole volunteer

Arbitrators *lio *" uttorn"v, *rti'n r.""-i*. ,.,,, of op"'ito"t and thoroughly **:t:lt:on in the law'

The decision of a Judge is subject to appeal but no appeal oi an Arbitrator's decision is permitted since there is no

RES1JLT OF NON.APPEARANCE (DEFATJLT)

If the Defendant (the person you are suing) fails to answcr or appear for trial an Inquestmay be held ln an Inquest'

you (rhe Claimanr) must prove your case to the satisfaction of the Arlitrator even though the Defendant is not prrsent' ln

almost all instances the Inquest will result in a Judgroent in favor of the Claimant'

If you (the Claimanr who is suing) fail to appear, the case will generally be Dismissed'

SSfTLEI\,IENT

lf you and the Detendant are able to work out a settlement, the written agrecment (Stipulation of Settlement) should be

filed with the Cou . This should be done on or before the date set for the Hiaring. The document provided to the Court

must include the SC Number of your case and the year.

lf the Defendant admits the claim but desires more time to pay, and you are not willing to-accept tlle plan for paym€rn'

you musr both appear personally on the date set fol the Hearing. eitat time, wittr the aid of the Court' you may be able t0

reach agreement on the terms of payme .

AVISO: ESTA INFORMACISN ESTA DISPONIBLE EN ESPANOL BAJO PEDIDO'

- BRING THIS SHEET WTTH YOU AT ALL TIMES -

OV-SC-6? (Revisedl /95)
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You must be pr€sent, with any witness(c's) and/or other proof of your claim' at the iime and place indicated above'

If your claim is tor property damagc' in order to prove your claim yoydiSsproduce' q! lhe time of trial' eitbet:-

(l) An Expert Witness (for exrmple, a Mcchrnic)
(2) A Paid Receipl (ltemized, mrrked "Psld"'rnd signed)' or

(3) Two Estimatcs lor services or repairs {itcmizd rnd signed)

once service of the Notice of claim is complete, you may request the ctsrk to issue a subPoena for Records and/or a

subpoena to Testify, to compel someone to 8pp€ar. such Subpoenas are issued by the couft without any f'ee' but you will be

required to pay a fee to tne person on *tomiie SuUpo.na is served. Your request for such Subpoena rnust be made of thc

Clerl before the date of the Hcaring.

If you bave not received a copy of the booklet "A Guide to Small clairns" or "A Guide to commercial claims"' please

I N S T R I . I C T I O N S  F O R  A N S W E R I N G  T I I E

tf you arc ready for trial and you are willing lo have your case hcad by an A$itratot ' ' '

lf you wish: to reque$ a postponement of your casc'
to change the amount of thc clahn, or
to  add an  add i t iona l  par ty  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . .

lf you are ready for trial but you are not willing to have your case hcard by

an Arbitrator and you are requesting that thc case bc heard only by the Judge ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '

C A L E N D , 4 ' R  C A L L
Anrwcr: (your Nsme,/Cleimsnl), Roldl

Answen Your Name' APPlicllion

At|swer: Your Namc, ReadY BY thc court


